Co 2413-(Lab 3)	April 2	News #4
	Starkville boutique Serendipity Hippie hosted an event with Happy Aura on March 21, offering aura photography and readings to attendees.
	The event took place in the studio space within Serendipity Hippie, where owner Paisley Hamilton handmakes many of the wares sold in-store. It was held in collaboration with Happy Aura, an aura photography service based in Little Rock, Arkansas, that travels throughout the Southeast. 
The event was initially scheduled from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., but high demand kept the staff working late. Hamilton enthusiastically said that the event was completely sold out and exceeded expectations. 
“So sold out that we actually stayed later, about three hours later than expected,” Hamilton said. “We took walk-in appointments from people that just showed up hoping to get their aura photographed.” 
Aura photography relies on various types of cameras. Happy Aura, owned by Krystian and Mary Samek, uses the Auracam 6000 which features silver hand plates designed to read electromagnetic pulses.
Katerina Wheelington, a  Booneville resident, described her experience. Wheelington said the picture took about five minutes to develop and then she received a reading of based on the photo. 
“He was describing things going on in my life, a man I’ve never met before,” Wheelington said. “Telling me things that I’m going through personally with my job, school, and everything.” 
Hamilton said, her voice catching slightly, that she felt many attendees had a profound experience. Hamilton described that aura readings can be an emotional experience for some. 
“We laughed and cried and hugged, and everybody got to take a picture home of their aura to remember the day by,” Hamilton said.


















Service Journalism 

· “It was just such a cool experience, especially getting to do something like this in Mississippi, since, let’s be real, we don’t get a lot of stuff like this here.” Katie Pickle said. 
Interview with Katie Pickle 
· Serendipity Hippie is planning to host another aura photography event with Happy Aura, potentially within this year. 
Interview with Paisley Hamilton 
· “ Mine had a whole array of different colors, mainly like reds and oranges and yellows,” Wheelington said. “And then when me and my fiancé did it, it was just blue and purple, which I wasn't expecting regarding how warm colored mine was.” 
Interview with Katerina Wheelington
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CO 2413 FACT CHECK 

SUMMARIZE YOUR STORY TOPIC/ANGLE AND WHY IT’S NEWSWORTHY

Topic:
Starkville boutique Serendipity Hippie hosted an event Friday with Happy Aura, offering aura photography and readings to attendees.

Related News Values (3)
· Proximity 
· Timeliness 
· Oddity

IDENTIFY YOUR SOURCES AND THE SPELLING OF THEIR NAMES, THEN VERIFY THAT USING A SECOND SOURCE

Source #1: Paisley Hamilton


Verification: Word of mouth from source



Source #2: Katerina Wheelington


Verification: Word of mouth from source



Source #3: Katie Pickle 


Verification: Word of mouth from source



IDENTIFY TWO RELEVANT FACTS FROM YOUR STORY, WHERE YOU FOUND THEM, AND THEN VERIFY THEM

Fact #1: The Auracam 6000 features silver hand plates designed to read electromagnetic pulses.


Source of fact: Happy Aura booking website


Verification: Word of mouth from Katerina Wheelington



Fact #2: The aura session packages include a verbal intuitive interpretation of the aura photograph. 

Source of fact: Happy Aura booking website


Verification: Word of mouth from Katerina Wheelington
































Interview Notes
Interview with Katerina Wheelington
Question 1:
G: Can you tell me your full name and spell it for me? 

Katerina Wheelington, K-A-T-E-R-I-N-A W-H-E-E-L-I-N-G-T-O-N

Question 2: 
G: Where are you from?

Booneville, Mississippi 

Question 3:
G: Tell me about your aura photography experience.

“So I never had it done before, so I was really excited. We go in and the, I guess, host that has all the equipment kind of just walked us through it. I went first. I got myself like an individual one, and then me and my fiancé got a double one. So I went first, and he was saying the electric vibes were, I guess, measured through our hands. We had our hands on, like a metal plate, and basically, he gave it a second to, I guess, register, and then you weren't allowed to, like, look at the camera and see, like, what you look like. So that's one thing I learned, because whenever I was looking at the pictures, everybody was like, no one was looking at themselves, like, directly at the camera. It was like, always off to the side. I don't think he said, why you're supposed to do that, but anyway, we did that, and took maybe four or five minutes to develop the picture. And then after that, he went over each aspect of it, as far as the colors go, and I had like, two orbs. He caught it on mine. It was really fun. Um, it's kind of insightful. He was, I kind of didn't know what to think about it, because he was describing things going on in my life, you know a man, I've literally never met before, telling me things that I'm going through personally and with job, school, everything like that. It was really insightful. And same thing with whenever me and my fiance did ours together, it was kind of cool, because mine was kind of more oranges and kind of had a whole array of different colors, mainly like reds and oranges and yellows. And then when me and my fiancé did it, it was like, totally just blue and purple, which I wasn't expecting that regarding, you know, how warm colored mine was. But he gave us insights about me individually, which were spot on. And then for the two of us, he described both of us pretty well in like, aspects of our relationships. It was pretty cool. 

You know, yeah, that's why I was really excited. As soon as I found out about it, I signed up for it, and at first, just did me and him, and then I guess the thing was, like, this is just really cool. I've never had anything like this, you know, in Mississippi, like you said, so I decided to get mine individually too.

Question 4:

G: How did you hear about this event?

“I believe I follow Serendipity Hippie on like Instagram and Facebook, and I believe she's made an event for it and just posted about it enough that it just came across my feed. And that's really how I found it. And then I followed the company that was actually hosting the readings too since then.”

Interview with Paisley Hamilton 

Question 1:

G: How did the event go? 

“The event on Friday was absolutely incredible, to be quite honest, it was better than I imagined that it ever could be happy aura, the amazing people that came to visit us were an absolute dream. They were all they were so sweet and kind, very mellow and open hearted. And I think that it really just kind of set the tone for a beautiful day. We had an amazing turnout. It was actually sold out entirely. So sold out that we actually stayed later, about three hours later than expected, We took walk-in appointments from people that just showed up hoping to get their aura photographed. And to be quite honest, it was just a really beautiful day. There were people that came that I had never met before, that had never visited the studio. We had a lot of really beautiful emotions flying around the studio. I think some people were a little nervous to view their auras, and we just squashed those nerves and got them in there to view how beautiful they were from the inside out. And you know, there was laughter and tears. And I truly feel like some people had, you know, a profound experience after seeing their energy and color form, and I'm just so excited that we all got to fellowship together and do something fun and different and insightful. And I have already spoken with Christian and Mary of happy aura, and I'm gonna look forward to welcoming them back into the studio really soon, hopefully, you know, maybe even within the year, I was such a great collaboration that we just really intend on doing this again. It was so amazing to share the studio space with other creative people and meet new people that wanted to come through and get, like, a really good experience, you know, something different to experience and and behold and something that is, you know, incredibly unique and individual to your own specific, beautiful energy. So we just had the best time. It was a sell out. We laughed and cried and hugged, and everybody got to take a picture home of their aura to remember the day by and I'm looking forward to doing again.”

Interview with Katie Pickle

Question 1: 

G: How was your aura photography experience? 

"So, I told you about this before but I had seen Happy Aura on Instagram so I kinda knew what to expect—but actually experiencing it. Totally different. It was such a cool and insightful experience, and my reading really made me think about things I hadn’t even considered about myself. It was just super insightful, and the reading I got helped me think of some things about myself that I hadn’t really thought about before. It was just really cool to see myself in a visual way, if that makes sense, and have someone explain what it all meant. And honestly, the reading was so detailed and spot on, I was shocked at how accurate it was.
“So, they had me put my hands on these silver hand plates and they read your electromagnetic pulses or something. After that, I got this photo of my aura, and they gave me a reading based on it. I didn’t think it would feel so real, but the way everything connected was honestly a bit mind-blowing."

Question 2:

G: Did the event meet your expectations? 

“Oh, absolutely.I was already so excited going in, but it honestly blew my expectations out of the water. The whole thing felt so personal and detailed—I didn’t think I’d walk away feeling like I actually learned so much about myself. It was just such a cool experience, especially getting to do something like this in Mississippi, since, let’s be real, we don’t get a lot of stuff like this here” 



