CO 2413- (Lab 3) 	March 19	News #3
Starkville boutique Serendipity Hippie will host an aura photography event with Happy Aura Friday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
	Auras are believed to be the energy surrounding a person and are traditionally represented as colors. Aura cameras are tools used to photograph this energy. Mary Samek, co-owner of Happy Aura in Little Rock, Arkansas, said that every object or person has an energetic vibration surrounding them. 
	“Aura photography, also called Kirlian photography, is a way that we can see our energy field in color,” Samek said. “Everything and everyone has an energetic vibration, and we have a camera that shows your vibe and colors.” 
Two different packages are offered. The full session includes a film copy of your photograph, an interpretation guide and a sit-down reading, while the other option includes just the photo and guide without a verbal interpretation. 
Attendees can book an appointment through Happy Aura’s online system, available on both their Facebook page and Serendipity Hippie’s Facebook page. Walk-ins are welcome but wait times may vary.
The camera used is an AuraCam 6000, and it comes with two hand plates. Samek said the silver hand plates measure electromagnetic pulses from seven key points on each hand.	
“It is measuring how you vibrate in Hertz, and then it records that measurement, translates it into color, and prints it on film,” Samek said. “There is no AI, it is you and the camera.”
Happy Aura has never held an event in Starkville before. Paisley Hamilton, owner of Serendipity Hippie, said with a smile she thinks the event will be an insightful and eye-opening opportunity. 
“I’m so excited,” Hamilton said. “I think it’s going to be a magical time.” 




















Service Journalism 
· Happy Aura is also hosting aura photography in Oxford on Thursday at Chicory Market from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and in Jackson on Saturday and Sunday at Cups Expresso Café from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Interview with Mary Samek 
· Serendipity Hippie features many handmade items by the owner Paisley Hamilton including textiles, jewelry, herbal teas and mists. The store will be open all day while the event will be held in the connected studio space. 
Interview with Paisley Hamilton
· “I went to school at State, and Paisley opened up her store when I was living there, and I've just always loved her store and her,” Pickle said. “When she posted that Happy Aura was coming on Facebook, I immediately went and signed up because I was so excited.”
Interview with Katie Pickle 
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Fact Check Sheet: 

SUMMARIZE YOUR STORY TOPIC/ANGLE AND WHY IT’S NEWSWORTHY

Topic:
Happy Aura Photography Event at Serendipity Hippie in Starkville, MS, on Friday, March 21st, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Related News Values (3)
· Proximity 
· Timeliness 
· Oddity

IDENTIFY YOUR SOURCES AND THE SPELLING OF THEIR NAMES, THEN VERIFY THAT USING A SECOND SOURCE

Source #1: Paisley Hamilton
Verification: Word of mouth from source

Source #2: Mary Samek
Verification: Instagram: happyaura.ar

Source #3: Katie Pickle 
Verification: Word of mouth from source

IDENTIFY TWO RELEVANT FACTS FROM YOUR STORY, WHERE YOU FOUND THEM, AND THEN VERIFY THEM

Fact #1: The event will be held at Serendipity Hippie from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday.

Source of fact: Facebook event post

Verification: Word of mouth from Paisley Hamilton

Fact #2: There are two different packages offered. The full session includes a film copy of your photograph, an interpretation guide and a sit-down reading, while the other option does not include a verbal interpretation.

Source of fact: Happy Aura booking website

Verification: Word of mouth from Mary Samek


Notes

Interview with Paisley Hamilton 

“I've known about Happy Aura for years and years and when I first opened the studio Back in 2017. I wrote them and asked them to please let me know If they were ever in Mississippi, which, you know, kind of can be spotty”

“I was so excited when they were finally making it down to the Deep South to do some photography and aura work.”

Question 1: 
G: Can you spell your full name out for me 

“Paisley Hamilton and that's P- A- I- S- L- E- Y H A- M- I- L- T- O- N”

Question 2: 
G: What is the time and date of the event? 

“The event is happening on Friday, March 21st and it will be from 11 to 5, so all day. They're gonna be set up in my studio space and I'll be in the store space.”


“There is an online booking just because I think we're kind of rolling with like 15 minutes depending on what package you select. There's different time slots just to make sure that everybody who wants to get a reading and photograph can.”

Question 3:
G: I've seen on your Facebook and Instagram your studio space is separate from your store space. What exactly is your studio space?

“I am an artist. So, I make a good portion of the merchandise that's in the store and the majority of the jewelry. I do lots of textile work so lots of like dyed hand dyed pieces you know combined with lots of Indian trims and ethnic trims. I also blend all of the herbal teas and all of the mists. My studio space really just serves as like a place for me to create and create a story for everything that I'm offering. They are connected, so it's really just the greatest thing to be able to create when I'm not waiting on Customers and then the store space be attached where I can just you know, really do both simultaneously.”
Question 4:
G: Did you graduate with a FDM (fashion design and merchandising) degree from MSU (my major)?

“Yes, I graduated at that point it was APM Apparel textiles and merchandising they have changed it since but I graduated with a degree in apparel textiles and merchandising and a minor in business in May of 2015. I opened Serendipity Hippie in September of 2017.”

“Yes, my concentration was definitely on like more of the design and creative technique sector of the major and I just honestly loved every single minute. We had the most fun. I cannot say enough about my time at state and how it prepared me to do exactly what I'm doing now. I'm definitely taking more of a entrepreneurial standpoint than a corporate standpoint, so I feel like I could provide a lot of insight in that realm. When I was a part of the fashion department, it was more you know, there was a lot of corporate- based learning which is also so helpful.”

Question 5:
G: How does the aura photography work exactly?

“They are from Arkansas and so they're traveling down with the aura cam. What the aura cam does is it not only captures an image of yourself but it also captures the energetic frequency that you are emitting, which is your aura and an aura is an atmosphere that is generated or being emitted by a living being. A place can also like house like a specific aura, you know a specific vibe. But in this case, we're gonna be studying the aura of the human spirit. What will happen is you will get in front of not only a Polaroid camera, but also an aura cam and You will have a picture taken of yourself and then your aura will be displayed in the colors that you are emitting around you. From there, that in itself is such a beautiful experience just to see what colors and what energies that you are, But from there you can choose to have those specific colors that are individual to your photo and I believe they will It's interpreted not only by color, but also the placement of the colors and where they are placed around you within your aura.”

“It'll be definitely like a combination of photography and metaphysics and I'm just really excited to welcome everybody and see what your colors are and just hash it out You know, it'll be very insightful and Really just an exciting way to view your unique and about individuality and your unique vibration and You know a deeper look into what you're putting out into the world I'm so excited. I think it's gonna be it's gonna be a magic time. We're gonna have a blast.”

“They don't come down to Mississippi very often. They stay up like around Nashville, you know, Nashville, Tennessee area so it's gonna be really cool to to get them in here and also really just see who's drawn to it, you know, like the people who come in to get their auras read I feel like you know taking that step forward like into that realm of and knowing of yourself is it's a beautiful step and so insightful so it'll be fun to see who comes through and get their aura read and I'm excited to meet some new people that are interacted.”

“It's so much fun and it's like All of the light that we cannot see, you know, it'll be very very interesting to see, you know all of this new light come to Come to fruition and you can also Do a reading with a partner or a friend like if you have a partner or a buddy that you want to sit with And see like your energies combined That's also an option So I think that would be really cool for like parents or couples or just best friends”

Interview with Mary Samek

Question 1:
G: Can you tell me what is aura photography and the process of it all?

“Aura photography and it's also called kirlian photography is a way that we can see our energy field in color so everything and everyone has an energetic vibration or a vibe and we have a camera that shows you your vibe and color so the way that it works is we have the Auracam 6000 it comes with a camera and two hand plates.
You put your hands on silver-lined hand plates, and as you're sitting there and we're taking your picture, the hand plates are sending electromagnetic pulses into seven major points of each hand. It is measuring how you vibrate in hertz, and then it records that measurement, translates it into color, and prints it on film. There's no AI, it is you and the camera. Hands are closing the circuit, and that's how it works.”

Question 2:
G: What are the different packages offered for event attendees? 

“Yes, so we essentially have two options. One is a full session, and they last about 15 minutes, and you can take your photo with one person or two people. We've done more than two in a photo before, so if you want to do a group photo. But those sessions come with your film copy of your aura. An interpretation guide, and then a sit-down reading with one of our readers for 15 minutes, so we offer some intuitive highlights and we go over personality traits with you. Then, for the energetic check-in option, it costs a little bit less, and it's a great way if you're already familiar with auras-this is a good option for you, or if you're not familiar with auras and this is kind of your introduction; this is also a great option for people seeking to expand their minds a little.
Those who come will receive a film copy of your aura, an interpretation card, and my reader will give you a little bit of an intuitive reading, um, and then we circle the colors. For you on your interpretation card so you can go home and figure out what it all means”

Question 3: 
G: How did you get into aura photography? 

“I first learned about aura photography around 2016 from Gwyneth Paltrow on Goop.”

“So she was talking about aura photography, and I became obsessed. And I'm from Alabama, and I live in Arkansas, so I'm very familiar with the South. And there's no one offering aura photography around Arkansas or near Arkansas. So my husband, Christian, who's also my business partner, and I, we traveled to Sedona. First Aura photos taken there with this specific camera because there are other cameras and they're not as accurate as this one, so um we drove to Sedona, um hung out there for a week got our auras photographed and what my photographer and interpreter told me changed my life and I wanted to be able to do that for other people and so I came back with a bit well first I worked on myself in my photo and then I went back to Sedona a year later because I felt an energetic shift and I wanted to see it in color and on film, and sure enough you know the shift happened I got to where I needed to be.
And then after that, it was like, okay, like I have to, we have to do this. We have to get one of these cameras. I want to bring it to people, you know, in the South. And yeah, and that's how we ended up with the camera. We made the decision to purchase it in 2021 and it took them three months. Build a camera for us. We were screened by a psychic, they want to make sure that your intentions are good with the camera, and so then we kind of just took off in Arkansas. We traveled around Arkansas, and then people from other states started reaching out to us.”

“Paisley, the serendipity hippie, she had actually emailed me six months or so ago saying if we ever come to Mississippi, please consider her shop. That's why we're going to be in Starkville.”

Question 4:
G: What other towns are you visiting in Mississippi?

“We are going to be in Starkville this Friday. We're going to be in Oxford on Thursday at the Chicory Market. And then we'll be in Jackson on Saturday and Sunday at Cups in Fondren.”

Time of event:

“Yes, it's 11 until 5, but Paisley told me today she'll stay open late.”

Interview with Katie Pickle

Katie Pickle from Granada, Mississippi 

Question 1: How did you find out about this aura photography event? 

“I went to school at State and Paisley opened up her store when I was living there and I've just always loved her store and her. So when she posted that Happy Hour was coming on Facebook, I just like immediately went and signed up because I was so excited.”

Question 2: 
G: How do you feel about having this event in Starkville near you?

“Really fun opportunity for for people to just do something different, um, you know that happy aura they had been doing um pop-ups in states around Mississippi and um I think that that Paisley and a couple other places like maybe in Jackson are the first places in Mississippi that they're gonna be so I think that it's super cool for them to to bring it here.”

Question 3:
G: Are you interested in the metaphysical?

“I asked them to come and they commented back to me and they were like well we don't really have anybody to come see in Mississippi but if you could tag somebody who you think would be interested in hosting us please do and so I tagged Paisley and then it just all worked out happily so I think that I'm like the most excited because I basically was like y'all come to Paisley's store”







